
I have vivid memories of my childhood – Passover 
seders with family, singing in the synagogue choir, 
and dreams of becoming a bank officer. My dreams 
became a fantasy when I was taken to a Nazi labor 
camp at the age of 21. Today, at 94, I live by myself in 
a small apartment in Budapest, having lost the love of 
my life two decades ago. A recent stroke left me with 
constant tremors, partial blindness and deafness, and 
limited mobility. Through your gift to the Milwaukee 
Jewish Federation’s Annual Campaign, I receive food 
packages, home supplies, medical care, and medicines. 
I also receive visits from social workers, and they make 
me feel like I’m not alone.                          
        – Oszkár Frank
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I am the former chair of Women’s Philanthropy of the 
Milwaukee Jewish Federation, which helps women 
find and express their unique voices and beliefs 
through charitable giving. I’m also a former chair of 
the Federation’s Annual Campaign because I believe 
that we Jews take care of each other. I recently 
travelled to a kibbutz where a chain-link fence was 
the only separation between the kibbutz and Gaza. 
During the last war, a rocket exploded a car on this 
kibbutz. Shrapnel flew into a home through the living 
room window and killed a four-year-old boy named 
Daniel. I saw first-hand how my donations to the 
Annual Campaign support families like Daniel’s with 
trauma counseling and respite services.          
             – Joan Lubar

I am heartbroken to see children victimized by acts 
of anti-Semitism. They are ostracized, their lockers 
are vandalized, they are made ashamed to be 
Jewish, and they fear for their safety. It pains me 
to see college students who are vilified for being 
Jewish. That’s why I serve as the volunteer chair of 
the Jewish Community Relations Council, which 
is funded by your gift to the Milwaukee Jewish 
Federation’s Annual Campaign. Your gift helps us 
monitor and respond to anti-Semitism, train Jewish 
teens and college students to stand up to hate, 
and befriend other civic and faith communities to 
increase understanding across religions.    
                 – Ann Jacobs

I am a Milwaukee native and a resident of Tel Aviv. 
I developed an early affection for Israel and for 
Jewish life by attending Bader Hillel Academy and 
the Milwaukee Jewish Day School, both of which 
are funded by the Milwaukee Jewish Federation’s 
Annual Campaign. My Hebrew teachers at MJDS 
gave me a very authentic foundation and love for 
Israel. As I got older, a lot of kids went off the path  
of Jewish life, but I still have a very strong sense  
of my history and traditions. Shabbat remains a 
sacred time for me, a time without distractions  
with nothing to do but spend quality time with  
those you love most.
           – Ephraim Shapiro


