
From: Bulent Sengun [mailto:bulent@taswi.org]  
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2018 12:01 PM 
To: Hannah Rosenthal 
Subject: Denouncement for the mass shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburg, PA! 
  
Dear Hanna Rosenthal, 
  
Turkish American Society of Wisconsin (TASWI) learned of the mass shooting at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA. This heinous crime delivers a message of 
discrimination, bigotry, and hatred that is targeted at an entire community, their religious 
way of life, and their right to congregate without fear of mischief to practice their 
religious tradition in the sanctity of their synagogue where God is regularly worshipped 
and His Name is much mentioned. It is indisputable that this hate crime targeted to seek 
out the community members, kill them in their holy gathering place, and break their sense 
of security in this country. 
 
The Jewish people, alongside other religious and ethnic groups who faced discrimination 
and dehumanization, are deeply familiar with the experience of the historical rift; 
Saturday was one of those days when the memory of hostility and hatred visited here 
once again. TASWI attaches a great value to life and regards the killing of one innocent 
person as being the same as killing all of the humankind, and the saving the life of one 
person as being the same as saving the lives of all humankind.   
 
As the Executive Director and President of the Board of Directors of the Turkish 
American Society of Wisconsin, we want you to know, as we also do for all other 
communities who have become targets of enmity and hatred, that we stand with you. We 
stand with your families, communities, and loved ones. We also want you to know that 
the TASWI community will always aim at the survival of humankind and at helping 
everyone to find social consciousness through mutual understanding, peaceful 
coexistence, and respect.  
  
In that spirit, 
"How good it is 
and how pleasant 
when brothers and 
sisters dwell together in harmony." (Psalms 133:1) 
  
--  
Bulent "Halid" Sengun 
Executive Director 
  
Turkish American Society of Wisconsin 
6011 S 27th St, 
Greenfield, WI 53221 
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