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November 15%-16%" 2019
Source Sheet, Questions and
Food for thought for "ViAhavta
Lireiacha Kamocha - Loving
Your Fellow Like Yourself"

Leviticus Chapter 19, Verse 18
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You shall not take revenge and you shall
not bear a grudge against the members
of your people; you shall love your
fellow as yourself — I am Hashem.

Rashi, Leviticus Chapter 19, Verse
18
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Rabbi Akiva said that this is the
fundamental rule of the Torah.

Sifra Kedoshim, Chapter 4 12 713 J¥7% N27X)
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN AS
YOURSELF —Rabbi Akiva said: “This is a
fundamental principle of the Torah” (Talmud
Yerushalmi Nedarim 9:3).

Why do you think this is such a
crucial principle in Judaism?

How can the Bible command us to
have an emotion? To Love?
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Baba
Metziah, Page 62A
W PR T TR 702 T2 7000 1Y 00w
1002 AR TMWY OXY 22010 0PI PN X 27
DI ANWOW 20 RMVD 12 WAT 2% v
7V 17720 HW NN A2 0 TR AR ORY INmN
T TRY TR M TP RPY 027 KW
Tvan b onTp
Two people are walking (in a desert),
but only one of them has a flask of
water. If both of them drink, then they
both will die, but if only one drinks, then
he will survive long enough to reach a
settlement (and survive)... Ben Putra
inferred, it is better that both of them
drink and die, rather than one witness the
death of his friend. Until Rabbi Akiva
came and taught, “ And your brother
shall live with you,” — your life takes
precedence to the life of your friend.

How does this fit with Loving your
fellow as yourself?




desire in his heart that he should have
more of these good things than his
neighbor. Therefore, the Torah
commanded that this degrading jealousy
should not exist in his heart, but instead
a person should love to do abundance of
good for his fellow-being as he does for
himself, and he should place no
limitations on his love for him. It is for
this reason that it is said of Jonathan’s

Nachmanides, Leviticus Chapter

19, Verse 18
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This is an expression by way of
overstatement, for a human heart is
notable to accept a command to love
one’s neighbor as oneself. Moreover,
Rabbi Akiva has already come and
taught, “Your life takes precedence over
the life of your fellow-being.” Rather,
the commandment of the Torah means
that one is to love one’s fellow-being in
all matters, as one loves all good for
oneself. It is possible that since it does
not say “and you shall love, ‘eth
Rei’acha’, as thyself,” but instead it
likened them in the word ‘1’ rei’acha,
[which literally means “to” your
neighbor], and similarly it states with
reference to the proselyte, “and you shall
love ‘1o’ (to him) as thyself”, that the
meaning thereof is to equate the love of
both [himself and his friend] in his mind.
For sometimes a person will love his
neighbors in certain matters, such as
doing good to him in material wealth but
not with wisdom and similar matters.
But if he loves him completely, he will
want his beloved friend to gain riches,
properties, honor, knowledge, and
wisdom. However, [because of human
nature] he will still not want him to be
his equal, for there will always be a
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[love for David], “for he loved him, as
he loved his own soul,” because
Jonathan removed [altogether] the
attribute of jealousy from his heart, and
he said to [David] “and you shall be the
king of Israel.”

Is it possible to "Love another as

Ibn Ezra, Leviticus Chapter 19,
Verse 18.
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You shall love “to” your fellow.
According to many, the “to” is
superfluous, just as the “to” in “to
Abner” (Shmuel II 3:30) According to
my understanding, the meaning is just
the way it sounds, that one should love
the goodness belonging to his friend just
as he loves the goodness belonging to
himself. And the reason for the phrase,
“I am Hashem,” Because I am the one
G-d that created all of you.

Sefer Ha-Chinuch, Commandment
243
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One should love each and every Jew with a
"soul love." That means: One should have
compassion on each Jew and on his
possessions just like one has compassion on
himself and his possessions for it says "and
you shall love your fellow as you love
yourself." The specific laws of this mitzvah
are included in the general principle of the
mitzvah, that a person should deal with his
fellow just like he would deal with himself;
to guard his possessions and protect them
from any damage; and if speaking about
him, he should speak of his praises; and take
compassion for his honor; and not to elevate
your honor on account of his humiliation...

The Mitzvah to Love one’s Fellow Jew-
To love each and every Jewish soul, that
is to worry about his finances, just as
one worries about himself and his own,
as it says, “You shall love your fellow as
yourself.” Our Rabbis, may their
memories be blessed, have said, “Don’t
do to others, what you wouldn’t want to
be done to you,” (Talmud Bavli, Shabbat
31A.) As Rabbi Akiva has said, “This
is a fundamental rule of the Torah.”
That is, many Mitzvot of the Torah are
dependent on it, as one who loves his
friend as himself would not steal from
him, would not be promiscuous with his
wife, would not trick him in business or
in words, would not infringe on his
boundaries, nor damage him because of
entrapment. Etc. And similarly, many
other commandments are dependent in
this, it is well known to all.
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The root of this Mitzvah is known,
because just as you behave this way to
your fellow-person, so will your fellow
person do as well. And through this,
there will be peace among man.

And the principle of this Mitzvah is
included through the Mitzvah. That the
rule of all is, that a person should behave
with his fellow-person, the same way he
would behave with himself, to guard
him, and to distance himself from any
damage. And if he tells anything over of
him, he will tell it over for praise, and to
give him honor, and not to take on honor
from putting him down. As the Rabbis of
blessed memory said, [Jerusalem
Talmud Chagiga 81] “Someone who
gains honor through the degradationl of
his friend has no portion in the world to
come.” And behave with your fellow-
person in a manner of love and peace
and friendship. And ask to try to benefit
him, and celebrate with his success.

And this Mitzvah applies in every place
and every time. And one who
transgresses this, and is not careful with
his fellow-person’s finances to protect it,
and surely if he damages him or pains
him in any way intentionally, is
abrogating a positive commandment.

According to the Sefer
HaChinuch, what is the general
principle of this mitzvah?

Rambam, Hilchot De’ot (Laws of
Characteristics) 6:3
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It is a Mitzvah incumbent on every man

to love every Jew like his own person as



it says, “You shall love your fellow as
you love yourself.” Therefore, one is
required to speak his praises, and to be
concerned with his financial welfare, just
like he is concerned with his own
finances and desires his own honor. And
he who receives honor at the expense of
his friend has no share in the World to
Come.

Rambam, Hilchot Avel (Laws of
Mourning) 14:1
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It is a positive Rabbinic law to visit the
sick, to comfort mourners, to escort the
dead, to provide for a bride, to escort
guests, and to engage in all aspects of
burial, such as carrying the dead on the
shoulders and walking in front of it,
eulogizing, digging, and burying.
Similarly it is commanded to entertain a
bride and groom, and to feed them and
provide for all of their needs. These are
considered acts of loving-kindness
which in essence have no limit. Even
though all of these Mitzvot are Rabbinic
in nature, they are included in the realm
of “Loving your friend as you love
yourself.” Anything that you would
want others to do for you, you should do
for your brother, in Torah and in
Mitzvot.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate
Shabbat 31A
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There was a story of a gentile that came
before Shamai and demanded, “Convert
me on the condition that you teach me
the entire Torah while standing on one
foot.” Shamai responded by chasing him
out with a stick. The gentile then came
before Hillel and made the same request.
Hillel replied, “Don’t do to others, what
you wouldn’t want to be done to you.
This is the entire Torah. Everything else
is just commentary. Go and learn.”

Why did Hillel frame this in the
negative? Why didn't he just
quote the verse from the Bible?

Rashi, Babylonian Talmud,
Tractate Shabbat 31A
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“Don’t do unto others what you
wouldn’t want done to you.” As it says
in Proverbs 27:10, “Your own friend and
your father’s friend, do not forsake.”
This is the Holy One, Blessed be He, do
not ignore what He says, just as you
would dislike your friend ignoring what
you say. Another explanation, Your
actual friend, such as robbery, theft,
adultery, and most other Mitzvot.

How does Rashi's first interpretation
change our way of thinking about this
commandment?




