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Dear Chancellor Blank:

Board of Directors

We write to you as CEO and Board Chair of Hillel on behalf of the Board of Directors,
Greg Sinaiko - Board Chair  including its faculty members, and are joined by the undersigned faculty members, staff

Steve Morrison - Secretary  eMbers and Emeritus faculty at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Kathy Chazen - Vice Chair— \e wish to express our deep concern that UW—Madison has scheduled the first day of

classes for the 2021-2022 academic year on Rosh Hashanah, one of the holiest Jewish
Seth Henslovitz - Treasurer  holidays, which begins this year on the evening of September 6 and ends on the evening

Jon Eckhardt - Vice Chair

of September 8. This conflict, while we understand is unintentional, falls short of our
shared ideal in doing our best as in institution to be a “welcoming and inclusive

Directors

Olivia Adelman community for people from every background” as codified in UW-Madison’s

James Asher Institutional Statement on Diversity. The fall 2021 start date is problematic from a

Ben Azulay welcoming and inclusion perspective not only for students but also for faculty and staff.

Kathy Blumenfeld

Peri Coskey We have learned from meetings with university administrators that the perception is that

Joe Davis there are significant challenges in moving the start date of the fall 2021 semester in part

Debbfe Garten Stone due to a financial aid deadline and perceived lack of support from faculty. The proposed

{;’:: dG(;‘:)zl;)crg solution is to keep the start date as is, and for the university to communicate with students

Richard Grant and instructors about the conflict, move the university’s convocation, and review the

Sara Guyer academic calendar for coming years to avoid future conflicts. We welcome and

Daniel Kohl appreciate these steps; however, this approach will continue to create challenges for

Amy Lowenstein individual students, faculty, and staff as they work to manage the conflict.

Tom Palay

Brandon Perlow In this letter, we have two requests. First, in regards to the fall 2021 semester, we come

David Samnoff together as a group to ask that you seek a creative solution to avoid the noted conflict by

Hannah Silver moving the start date. Second, we appreciate that there is a plan to avoid such conflicts in

Lina Wallace the future, we underscore the importance of developing an administrative process that
ensures this does not happen in the future and look forward to learning more details about

Ex officio that plan before the end of the semester.

Ricky Sandler

Peter Weil

We would be happy to arrange a meeting with you and interested parties to offer insight
into the cultural, ethnic and religious practices that create a conflict for students, faculty
and staff with regard to the academic calendar.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership during this challenging period for the

university.

Greg Sinaiko
Board Chair

Respectfully yours,

Greg Stfinberger
CEO 4nd President

Cc:

UW-Madison University Committee
UW-Madison Provost Karl Scholz

UW System President Tommy G. Thompson
UW System Board of Regents

UW Hillel is a constituent agency do the Jewish Federation of Madison and the Milwaukee Jewish Federation



Jon Eckhardt

Hillel Board Member

Associate Professor, Department of
Management and Human
Resources, Wisconsin School of
Business

Joined by —

Holly Anderson
Curriculum Specialist for the Mead
Witter School of Music

Matthew Banks

Professor of Anesthesiology,
Affiliate Professor of
Neuroscience, School of Medicine
and Public Health

Barbara B. Bendlin

Associate Professor, School of
Medicine and Public Health,
Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Disease
Research Center

Judith N. Burstyn

Professor and Department Chair,
Irving Shain Chair of Chemistry,
Department of Chemistry

Jill H. Casid

Professor of Visual Studies,
Departments of Art History and
Gender and Women’s Studies

R. Alta Charo
Knowles Professor Emerita of Law
& Bioethics

Russell Coff
Thomas J. Falk Distinguished
Chair in Business

Charles L. Cohen
E. Gordon Fox Professor of
American Institutions, Emeritus

Mark Copelovitch
Professor of Political Science and
Public Affairs

Chad Alan Goldberg

Hillel Board Member

Professor, Department of Sociology,
College of Letters and Science

Teryl Dobbs

Professor and Chair, Music Education,

Mead Witter School of Music and
Department of Curriculum and
Instruction

Skye Doney

Director, George L. Mosse Program in

History

Lee L. Eckhardt

Associate Professor of Medicine, Gary

and Marie Weiner Professor in
Cardiovascular Medicine Research,
Cellular and Molecular Arrhythmia
Research Program, Division of
Cardiovascular Medicine

Ivan Ermakoff
Sewell-Bascom Professor of
Sociology

Martha Fischer
Professor of Piano and Collaborative
Piano, Mead Witter School of Music

Mimmi Fulmer
Professor of Voice and Opera, Mead
Witter School of Music

Irwin Goldman
Professor of Horticulture

Simon Hellerstein
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics

Francine Hirsch
Vilas Distinguished Achievement
Professor of History

Judith N. Houck
Professor, History and Gender and
Women's Studies

Sara Guyer

Hillel Board Member

Professor, Department of English,
College of Letters and Science

Stephen Kantrowitz
Plaenert-Bascom Professor of History

Nancy Kendall
Chair and Professor of Educational
Policy Studies

Devin Kennedy
Assistant Professor, Department of
History

Neil Kodesh
Professor of History and Director,
African Studies Program

Aaron Levine

Performing Organizations
Coordinator, Mead Witter School of
Music

Ruth Litovsky

Oros Family Chair, Communication
Sciences and Disorders; Professor of
Surgery, Division of Otolaryngology

Kenneth R. Mayer

Professor of Political Science;
Affiliate Faculty, La Follette School of
Public Affairs

David MacLaren McDonald
Alice D. Mortenson/ Petrovich
Distinguished Chair in Russian
History

Gilbert M. Nathanson
Professor, Department of Chemistry

Leonora Neville

Professor and Chair, Department of
History; John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
Chair of Byzantine History; Vilas
Distinguished Achievement Professor



Anna Paretskaya
Lecturer, Department of Sociology

Brad Postle
Editor-in-Chief, Journal of
Cognitive Neuroscience,
Department of Psychology

Jennifer Ratner-Rosenhagen
Merle Curti and Vilas-Borghesi
Distinguished Achievement
Professor of History

Aaron Rock-Singer
Assistant Professor, Department of
History

Ulrich Rosenhagen
Director, Center for Religion and
Global Citizenry

Parthy Schachter

Senior Lecturer, Program in
English as a Second Language,
English Department

Sami Schalk
Associate Professor, Department of
Gender and Women's Studies

Simone Schweber

Goodman Professor of Education
and Jewish Studies; Chair,
Elementary Education;
Departments of Education Policy
Studies and Curriculum &
Instruction, School of Education

Nadav Shelef

Professor and Associate
Chair/Director of Graduate Studies,
Department of Political Science;
Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of
Modern Israel Studies

James M. Sosman

Medical Director, Comprehensive
HIV/AIDS Care Program &
MATEC-WI; Chief, General
Internal Medicine Research;
Professor of Medicine and
Inféctious Diseases, School of
Medicine and Public Health

James H. Stein

Robert Turell Professor in
Cardiovascular Research,
Department of Medicine

Daniel Stolz
Assistant Professor, Department of
History

Scott Straus
Professor and Department Chair,
Political Science

Ziyad Sultan
Research Intern, Department of
Anesthesiology

Jeanne Swack
Professor of Musicology and
Jewish Studies

Sarah Thal

David Kuenzi and Mary Wyman
Professor of History; Director of
Undergraduate Studies and
Associate Chair, Department of
History

Barry Van Veen

Lynn H. Matthias Professor,
Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department

Johannes Wallmann

John and Carolyn Peterson Chair in
Jazz Studies and Associate
Professor of Music, Mead Witter
School of Music

Gloria McCahon Whiting
E. Gordon Fox Assistant Professor
of History

Johanna Wienholts
Lecturer of Harp, Mead Witter
School of Music



